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WINNING THE LOSTWINNING THE LOST

AT ALL COSTAT ALL COST

BY HOWARD & LESLIE FERRIS

 Our vehicle had just arrived outside of a walled compound of Gujrat, Pakistan on a hot 
night inAugust 2005. A huge crowd was surrounding the entrance pressing their way to 
get in. I heard a tapping on my window and turned to look down the barrel of a rifl e with a 
Muslim Soldier yelling at my driver to move the car away. They were concerned about car 
bombs at this meeting.

 As we pulled away I began to experience a 
range of emotions, both excitementand apprehen-
sion. What I had longed for, hoped for, my entire 
Christian life was about to come to pass. I was 
about to preach to people who had never heard the 
Gospel before; it may be the only opportunity in 
their lives to respond. The moment of truth was at 
hand. Would these Muslims receive the Gospel? 
How can we get these people to believe that Jesus 
died for their sins? Voices from the past, people tell-
ing me how hard it is for Muslims to receive Christ, 
kept bombarding my mind. In India, I had seen 
many Hindus receive the Lord, but never any Mus-
lims. As we drove to a safe house where we were to 
stay until it was secure for us to enter the compound 
and proceed to the platform, I refl ected on how we 
had gotten to the Islamic Nation of Pakistan.
 I received Christ at 17 years of age in a 
multi-racial church called Marantha in Portland, 
Oregon. In those days, we joyfully spent our Friday 
nights worshipping God and our weekends tell-
ing others about Jesus. Our High School became 

our mission fi eld and those who formerly knew us 
as “Hippies” and “Dopers” now called us “Jesus 
Freaks”. Funny how my mother and father, who did 
not know the Lord at that time, were never con-
cerned when I was out all hours of the night, drink-
ing, smoking, etc. But now that I was attending 
church 4 times a week and sharing the Gospel with 
others, they cautioned me not to become a fanatic. 
 After High School I attended college study-
ing Civil Engineering. (I had heardthat many na-
tions would not allow Missionaries to enter their 
countries but if you had a skill that would benefi t 
the country, you could gain entrance.) My plans 
to enter the mission fi eld immediately after college 
were deferred when I met my soon-to-be-wife, Les-
lie. She also had a love for people and love for the 
lost. Our fi rst dates were at prayer meetings, Chris-
tian coffee houses or witnessing on the streets.
 We joined a church which eventually went 
into what was called the “Discipleship Movement”. 
Though many of the teachings were good, the 
emphasis was more on following your appointed 

Howard and Leslie are pictured above arriving at a training camp for the Mujahadeen (Muslim Holy Warriors) 
in the Philippines at which the General and all his soldiers received Christ.
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overseer than obeying the voice of the Holy Spirit. 
Don’t get me wrong. God places the Ministry Gifts 
in our lives for our benefit, but they were never 
intended to replace the power and the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. As a result, church and worship seemed 
to dry up, very few people ever got saved and we 
became very legalistic in our approach to Christi-
anity. It was a picture of what Paul described in 
Galatians Gal 3:1-5. 
“0 foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that 
you should not obey the truth . . .? 
This only I want to learn from you: Did you receive 
theSpirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith? 
Are you so foolish? Having begun inthe Spirit, are 
you now being made perfect by the flesh?
 . . . Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you 
and works miracles among you, does He do it by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” 
 You see, whenever you replace the grace of 
God and leading of the Holy Spirit with any form of 
ritual, tradition or legalism, the power of God and 
the fruit of the Spirit will be absent from your life. 
After about 4 years in the “Discipleship Movement” 
I quit going to church. I reasoned that why should I 
go to church to be miserable when I was doing just 
fine being miserable on my own. Later people would 
say that Howard backslid and was away from God 
when he left the Church. 

It’s more accurate to say I backslid 
while sitting in the pew, 

because I had turned away from the grace of God and 
leading of the Spirit while still in the Church. It just 
was more noticeable on the outward when I left.
 But in 2004, I accompanied Alexander 
Daniel on a missions trip to India. His father had 
pioneered hundreds of churches in India and he 
was now the president of that organization. We had 
been ministering in many of the churches and came 
to the city of Nilambur. It was predominantly a 
Muslim community but we held a leader’s meeting 
in one of the churches there. We spoke on Sunday 
morning after the leadership training. 
 In the middle of the service, a man suffered 
a heart attack. We publicly rebuked the Spirit of 
death and the man rose back up in his seat and was 
just fine. I preached on the Woman with the Issue of 
Blood that Sunday morning. As we were praying for 
the sick after the message, my interpreter mentioned 
that the woman I was praying for was not a believ-

er. I asked her if she would like to receive Jesus and 
she said “yes”. I then led her in a prayer to receive 
Christ. Her daughter, a beautiful young Hindu 
woman, accompanied her. However, her daughter 
was born deaf and mute. We asked her mother what 
she wanted Jesus to do for her daughter. She said 
she wanted her daughter to speak and to hear. 

At this point, Alexander stepped for-
ward and put fingers in her ears and 
commanded in the Name of Jesus, “Be 
Opened”. 

He did this three times and on the third time the 
young lady exhibited a grand smile as she was hear-
ing everything about her for the very first time in 
her life. Her Mother began to weep at the goodness 
of God and we told her God wants her daughter 
to speak as well. So when Alexander touched her 
tongue a river of syllables and sounds came forth 
from her mouth for the first time in her 23-year-old 
life.
 I was relating this story at Full Gospel 
Businessmen’s Meeting in 2005 when a woman ap-
proached me afterward and said I must meet a Pas-
tor in Pakistan. She had asked for my email which 
I gave without much thought. It was a few months 

later that I received an email from a Pastor Anwar 
in Pakistan inviting me to come to his country and 
preach the Gospel. I responded telling him that I 
was not a full-time Minister but simply a Believer 
who spent my vacations preaching the gospel in var-
ious countries. He wrote back that his church had 
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Page 5

been praying daily that we come to Pakistan. I said 
we would consider coming if he could promise us 
that we would be able to preach to Muslims. Pastor 
Anwar responded saying that he wanted to reach 
the lost with the Gospel and to please come. 
 From that time Leslie and I began our 
planning and obtained our tickets. I wrote the 
Pastor and asked what the cost of this trip would 
be and he wrote back about $12,000. This may 
not seem like much but when you have only 
$5,000 in the bank--it’s alot! Man of Faith that 
I am, I called Leslie and asked her to see if we 
could cancel our tickets and get a refund. She 
asked me the question: did God call us to go or 
not? Ashamed, I repented and said we will go. 
(It was after we had gone and returned from 
Pakistan that the Lord provided all the finances 
we needed to cover the three evangelistic cru-
sades we had in Pakistan).
 Now, back to our first meeting in Gujrat, 
Pakistan. Once the meeting was well underway 
inside the walled compound, Leslie and I were es-
corted under armed guard to the platform. To have 
meetings in Pakistan, you must be able to secure the 
area from suicide bombers or armed terrorists who 
would kill you and think they are doing God a fa-
vor. Everyone entering the compound was scanned 
and searched for explosives and weapons. 
 As we arrived on the platform, there was 
a great sea of people and every square foot of the 
compound was occupied.For those who could not 
enter the compound, a movie screen with speakers 
was set up in the street so those people could hear 
as well. I could not help but wonder why all of these 
Pakistanis would press their way here to see this 
crazy American. Then I realized that they were so 
hungry for the “Truth” and the reality of God, they 
pressed in.
 When it was time for me to begin preach-
ing, I began with the simple, yet powerful Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. All during my presentation people sat 
quietly, listening to every word.

 I kept thinking about how my Indian 
Brothers had warned me how difficult 
it was for a Muslim to receive Christ. 

I wondered, what in the world am I doing here? At 
that moment I wished I was anywhere other than 
where I was. When I finished preaching to the 7,000 
that had filled the compound, I gave the invita-

tion for those who wanted to receive Christ. To my 
astonishment, about 6,900 stood to boldly confess 
Jesus as their Lord and Savior. When I had them 

repeat a Salvation Prayer, we prayed for healing as 
well. Just as promised, Jesus confirmed the mes-
sage preached by healing all manner of sickness 
and disease among the crowd. Blind eyes and deaf 
ears were opened, and many testified of the miracles 
Jesus had done for them. 
 The very next night in the City of Okara, 
we had the same result. An area in the city between 
the buildings had been secured. Muslim soldiers 
with automatic weapons were on every rooftop. I 
don’t know what kind of trouble they were expect-
ing, I do know that in the middle of my preaching a 
disturbance broke out in the crowd. My interpreter 
told me to not quit preaching so I told the crowd to 
pay no attention to the disturbance as God had a 
special message that he did not want them to miss. 
When the invitation to receive Christ was given, 
once again almost all of the 6,000 attending stood 
to receive Christ. Afterwards we began to pray for 
healing. 
 When we pray, we use a public prayer and 
declare that the Jesus we are preaching is truly 
alive and will do miracles this evening to confirm 
the word we are preaching. As we prayed that eve-
ning we had many testify of instant miracles. One 
Muslim man received his sight. Many women with 
small children testified that as we prayed, fevers had 
left their bodies. 
 One woman approached the microphone 
carrying a baby. She testified that her baby had died 
that morning. She had heard that Jesus could heal 

Altar call of thousands receiving Christ in Northern Mindanao
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and she kept that dead baby with her all that day. 
That evening (12 hours later) she brought her baby 
to the crusade. When she heard the “Gospel” being 
preached, her baby’s toes began to wiggle; when 
prayer was made, her baby’s eyes opened. 
She came to the platform, held her baby up in front 
of the crowd and boldly told the people attending 
that Jesus had brought her baby back to life. I was 
as amazed as anyone at this miracle of God. It was 
not a result of my faith, but simply the “Power” of 
the Gospel message. Since then, we have seen thou-

sands of miracles as we have proclaimed this same 
Gospel message in many of the countries--including 
the USA.
 Since that first trip in Pakistan, we have held 
10 crusades in Pakistan, 6 in Muslim Mindanao, 
and 4 in Costa Rica. We also have held many semi-
nars training leaders how to preach the Gospel with 
miracles, signs and wonders. Leslie and I desire to 
go to places unreached. We had talked to pastors in 
the Philippines and asked them to look for places 
for us to minister where the gospel had never been 
preached. A year later, they had made contact with 
a Muslim group, and so we sent funds to cover cost 
of food, goats and items to help the people there, 
who are very poor. 
 After the distribution, we were invited to go 
to this remote village and army camp. Our first min-
istry here was in a Moro National Liberation Front 
MNLF military trainging camp. 

We went through seven heavily-armed military 

checkpoints transferring from one territory to an-
other. Then finally came to the region fo the MNLF.   
 This is an extremely dangerous area where 
white people would never go and Philippine Chris-
tians stay away as well. We were probably the first 
white people many had ever seen.  This is a Moslem 
army in Mindanao that in the past has battled the 
Philippine and USA army. We were guaranteed 
safe passage into the region by the General of the 
MNLF, and we arrived at the camp where they 
train the Mujadeen (Moslem Holy Warriors). Many 

Muslim soldiers armed with M-
16s and rocket launchers greeted 
us while we arrived at their 
training camp.  
 Before we arrived, the Mos-
lem Commanding General had 
a dream that Allah was going to 
send a blessing upon this place 
and in his dream white lights 
were going to bring the blessing. 
We arrived five days later, and 
he understood that we were the 

“white lights”. I told the Commander that God had 
sent us here to bless the camp.  As a gift, he gave 
Leslie and me a MNLF uniform, understanding that 
when you enter into covenant, you exchange gifts. 
Not being so prepared, I took off my bulova watch 
and gave it to the general.  He then told me that he 
will always wear this watch and we are always wel-
come in his place.  This simple act has opened the 
door for the gospel to be spread in this previously 

Moslem soldier after receiving Christ, regains use of right 
arm that was injured.  The General had him do push ups to 
make sure he was healed.

MNLF banner with soldiers.  This is a training camp for the 
Mujadeen Holy Warriors in the Philippines. 
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Howard preaching to the Muslims in pakistan during Marshal Law

If you would like to share in
Howard & Leslie’s ministry through prayer or 
tax-deductible, financial support--
or if you would like them to minister at your 
church, you can contact them at:

EtErnal lifE intErnational

c/o Howard & lEsliE fErris

Po Box 633 woodland, wa. 98674
Email: HowardfEr@nEtzEro.nEt

wEBsitE: EtErnallifEintErnational.com

unreached area.
 After the greetings, we all enjoyed a meal 
together and the General had all his Command-
ers under him attend the meeting along with many 
Moslem civilians that were in the area.  We an-
nouced we had come to bless them with the “Bless-
ing of Abraham” who the Muslims believe is a great 
Prophet.  We explained that this blessing came 
through Abraham’s decendent Jesus “Isa” and then 
went into the Gospel.  By the end we asked for 
those who wanted to receive Jesus “Isa” as their 
Lord “Sultan”.  
 The General along with all of the soldiers 
and civilian Moslems stood to receive Jesus.  We 
led them in the salvation prayer, after which we 
shouted Hallelujah and they shout Allah Akbar.  
Then they shouted Hallelujah and we shouted Allah 
Akbar. Of course following the gospel, many were 

miracles occured as well. Two of the Gen-
eral’s Main Commanders received miracles 
along with several soldiers.  Some were blind 
and healed, men with combat injuries who 
couldn’t move their arms were healed and 
could now do pushups.  
As a result, the pastors in the area are now 
discipling the Muslims from the camp and vil-
lages in the area and they are serving Christ.

 Since 2005 we have Seen about 88,000 
people receive chriSt and thouSandS of 
miracleS. 
  We have avoided the enemy’s at-
tempts to keep us from spreading the gospel. 
A car bomb went off outside our hotel room, 
within feet of where we had walked just hours 
earlier. An attempt by terrorists to highjack 

our vehicle in Muslim Mindanao was thwarted. In 
every case, we found that people had been pray-
ing for us at the exact time we were in danger. God 
has cleared the skies of rain so we could preach the 
Gospel during the rainy season in Mindanao. Just 
after we finished our crusades, the heavens broke 
forth with torrents of rain. 

We preached the Gospel in Pakistan 
when public meetings were forbidden 
during Marshal Law. 

However, God gave us special favor during a time 
of riots, terrorist assaults and political unrest, and 
the Government allowed us to continue our Evan-
gelistic Meetings. The smallest crowd we had was 
about 5,000; the largest about 20,000. When Jesus 
said that “All Authority in Heaven and Earth had 
been given to him; therefore go . . .” he meant it. 
 I work for the Power Company and am using 
my salary to pay for the expenses of these trips. We 
welcome the prayer and financial support of others. 
We never leave home without our Intercessors who 
commit to pray for us while in the field. 
This is a team approach and I know when Jesus 
is handing out the rewards that those who prayed 
and helped support financially will share equally 
in the rewards of the Harvest. We believe God for 
much greater harvest to come. We are targeting 
those populations where the gospel has never been 
preached. 
Note: Howard and Leslie are planning a trip to South 
America in November.


